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Father Saylor Countil #3774
17113 Champaign
Allen Park, Michigan 48101

Ray J. Bilyk - District Deputy 105
Archdiocese of Detroit - Michigan Region 5
RE: State Council Service Program Award 

Worthy Deputy:

Please find enclosed our State Council Program Award Entry Form and other documentation to support our 
Council’s desire to be considered for the Fraternal Year 2022 Community Service Award.

The Council was informed that Brother Knight Tucker (Tom) & Mandy Diroff’s three-month old grandson, Elliott 
Belair, was diagnosed with a very rare brain cancer known as Atypical Rhabdoid Tumor or ATRT. He had surgery at 
four weeks old with 90% of the tumor being removed. He is now undergoing chemotherapy, for approximately a 
year or longer. This will be a very long and tumultuous fight for Elliott and his parents, Adam and Natalie Belair. 

Several of our Members took a special interest in this Family’s situation and immediately started discussing ideas on 
how the Council could help. Shortly thereafter, the Fundraiser for Baby Elliott campaign was born with unanimous 
acceptance and support by the Officers, Members and families.

It was decided to initiate a couple fundraisers to help the Family defray their medical costs and provide emotional 
support and ask for God’s blessing along the way. The first fundraising event was a Euchre Tournament where 
the bulk of the proceeds went to the Family. The second was a basket raffle where 100% of the proceeds would 
benefit the Family. Over 60 baskets were donated by our gracious Members and their families and members of the 
community who simply wanted to contribute. The baskets filled the Member Lounge and lit up the room during 
the 2021 holiday season and served as an important reminder to all of our Members of God’s Grace and the true 
meaning of being a Knight.

Collectively, the Council raised $11,000 for Baby Elliott and the Family. I am proud of our committed men and 
women who accomplished such a successful event in order to provide much needed financial relief to this family.

On behalf of all the Members of our Fr. Saylor Council, I thank you for accepting our application and for your 
consideration as all entries undergo processing for a final selection.

Respectfully,

Don Siegel, Grand Knight 
Fr Saylor Council #3774



THIS REPORTING FORM MUST BE COMPLETED BY EACH COUNCIL AND FORWARDED TO THE STATE COUNCIL. 
(A separate reporting form should be completed for each program category.) 
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(continued on reverse) 

CATEGORY (MARK ONE):     Faith          Family    Community       Life 
 

 
 
 
 
 

COUNCIL INFORMATION:  

Council Number: ___________________  Total Council Members: __________ 

Grand Knight: _________________________________        E-Mail: ____________________________ 

PROGRAM INFORMATION (complete all sections):  

Program Title: _________________________________________ Program Date: ___________________ 

Participation: __________ + __________ = ___________  __________ x __________ = _____________  
                                    Members             Non Members         Total Participants       Total Participants              Hours               Total Volunteer Hours 
 
Program Planning: __________ & __________  Members Recruited: ________    Donations: __________ 
                                                    Costs                          Time                                                                                                                     Local Currency 

Describe program in detail. Use additional paper if necessary. Supplementary material may be submitted along with the nomination. 
Accompanying materials can include letters, testimonials, news clippings, photographs, pamphlets, etc. Do not submit tapes, 
videocassettes, DVD’s, display materials, films, etc., as they will not be considered in judging the nomination. 
3a) In the space provided below, briefly describe the purpose and goals of this program. This section must 

be completed. 
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ENTRY MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE STATE COUNCIL 
TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE COMPETITION 

 
 
 
 

MAIL ORIGINAL TO: State Deputy or State Program Director 
COPY TO: Council File 
Available in electronic format at www.kofc.org 
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Donald Siegel gk3774@mikofc.org

Fundraiser for Baby Elliott Nov 12 - Dec 4, 2021

100 190 290 290 4 1,160

0 428 hrs 6 $11,000

To raise much needed financial assistance to Adam & Natalie Belair in caring for their Baby Elliott who 
was born with a rare form of brain cancer known as Atypical Teratoid Rhabdoid Tumor (ATRT).  Provide 
emotional support for the Family and increase awareness of the Family's situation amongst the 
membership and the community.
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Meet Baby Elliott Belair

Elliott Belair was born on July 17, 2021 to parents 
Natalie and Adam Belair. On Wednesday, August 
18th, one-month-old baby Elliott was admitted to the 
hospital. His parents, took him in thinking he could 
possibly have a respiratory infection as he had a lot 
of congestion and mucus, along with a few other 
symptoms, but they were sadly mistaken.

In the ER that night, the doctor noticed some swelling 
on his head and a CT scan revealed a large amount of 
fluid in the brain along with a large mass. Elliott was 
then transferred to C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital in Ann 
Arbor where he received an MRI which confirmed the 
heartbreaking news that it was indeed a tumor. He 
immediately went into emergency brain surgery.

After two hours of fluid draining and eight hours of 
brain surgery to remove the tumor, the neurosurgeon 
was able to extract about 90% of the tumor, but the 
rest of it was too entangled in the brain stem and tissue 
to safely take out any more without causing permanent 
damage. Elliott went to the PICU to recover while 
waiting to discover what type of tumor and cancer 

he was battling. He was kept on a ventilator and his 
parents were unable to hold him for several days.

In the days following surgery, Elliott was able to have 
the ventilator removed and was placed on low oxygen 
via a nasal cannula. Due to the congestion and the 
fact that he had some recovery to do when it comes 
to swallowing and healing of his vocal cords, he was 
placed on a feeding tube. His external ventricular drain 
(for draining the remaining fluid from the brain) was 
removed on August 25th and Natalie and Adam were 
finally able to hold and snuggle their sweet, brave boy.

A week after the surgery, the pathology results came 
back on the tumor and it was not the news they were 
hoping and praying to hear. “Elliott the Fighter” has 
been diagnosed with Atypical Teratoid Rhabdoid Tumor 
(ATRT) which is a very rare, aggressive, and fast-growing 
cancerous tumor of the brain and spinal cord.

Elliott’s medical team discussed options and received 
input from other knowledgeable doctors and 
institutions around the country to devise the best 
treatment plan for him to fight and beat this. 
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Elliott had surgery to place his central line (broviac) 
for chemotherapy and to put in a G-Tube for his feeds 
since he is often unable to eat orally. He also has regular 
physical and occupational therapy, which will continue 
for years. 

On September 14, 2021 Elliott started his first round of 
chemotherapy. The IRS-III protocol is very aggressive 
and lasts at least 52 weeks, if not longer. In December, 
the family received great news that the MRI detected 
no tumor, however, cancer cells may still exist and 
the planned chemotherapy treatments need to stay 
in place in order to kill any further cells. While this is 
great news, this is a very aggressive cancer and often 
reoccurs with a vengeance, which is why the hospital 
team want to finish the entire chemotherapy protocol. 

This is a long road and something Elliott and his parents 
will be dealing with his entire life. As of March 15, 
2022, Elliott has completed seven of the 17 rounds of 
chemotherapy. 

He usually needs to be hospitalized for the chemo 
treatments and often afterwards for side effects. He 
gets very ill during the treatments and immediately 
afterwards when his blood counts drop. He has endured 
yet another surgery for a brain bleed and to place the 
ommaya port in his head for the chemotherapy, to 
allow the chemo to cross brain barriers and attack the 
tumor right into the brain via the top of his head. 
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August 2021
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September 2021



Fundraiser for Baby Elliott  |  Page 5  

Father Saylor Council #3774

H
is fight is our fi

ght
!

E
LL

IO
TT THE FIGHTER

October 2021
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November 2021

December 2021
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January 2022

February 2022
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Planning the Event

A small group of Members took a special interest in 
Baby Elliott as they are dear friends of Tucker and 
Mandy and have watched their daughter Natalie grow 
up over the years.  

• Paul Carnarvon, Building Association Secretary: 
designed all of the advertising and wrote the 
articles for the Knight Notes and website.

• Tim & Vanessa Danilowicz, Building Association 
President: He and his wife Vanessa coordinated 
the basket raffle.

• Joe Martinez – IPGK: Donated his sound system 
and served as the DJ the night of the event.

• Joe Carnarvon – 2021 Knight of the Year:  
Helped to spread the word through his vast 
network of friends and family.

The team came up with the euchre fundraising idea, 
hosted the event, and organized a group of volunteers 
to assist in organizing and completing all of the tasks, 
as well as at the actual event.  

This was by far one of the easiest solicitations for 
volunteers and a “no-brainer” for participation, as 
there was an overwhelming outpouring of support, 
generosity, and random contributions.

The list is too long to name everyone who contributed 
but there are a few worth mentioning:

• Brother Knight Les & Karen Nemeth:  
Social Media Correspondence

• Gloria Thomashunus: Euchre Night Chairman

• Rose LaVigne: Euchre night

• Jenny Marchi: Euchre night

• Tammy DiSalvo and Mary Williams:  
Ran the 50/50 Raffle

• Brother Knights Steve Lechnar and Tom 
Stevens: Assisted with the set-up for the event

Everyone above and many others helped to promote 
this event.
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Paul Carnarvon and Tim Danilowicz discussing set up.

Vanessa Danilowicz numbering the baskets.
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Promoting the Event
Paul Carnarvon designed the flyer below which was displayed in the Member Lounge and several businesses in 
the area accompanied by an article in the November 2021 edition of the Knight Notes.

Brother Knight Les Nemeth put the post below on Facebook and Instagram on October 13, 2021.

Hi everyone! We need your help 
spreading the word and collecting 
basket donations for Elliott’s next 

fundraiser. Please see details below:

• What: Euchre Tournament and Basket Raffle
• When: Friday, November 12th 
• Time: 6:30 pm sign in with euchre at 7:00 pm
• Where: K of C in Allen Park

How can you help:

• Sign up to play Euchre ($25 per person —  
25% of the money going to prizes and  
the other 75% to Elliott) 

•  Donate a basket or bid on a basket  
(Basket drawings will happen 12/4)

•  Share this post 

If euchre is not your thing, but you want to come out 
and support you are more than welcome to come! 
Donations will be collected at the door, there will be 
pizza, beer and then also a cash bar where the K will be 
donating some of their proceeds from the night. 

 If you have questions or would like to sign up for 
euchre or donate a basket, please contact one of the 
organizers on the flyer. Vanessa Danilowicz

If you cannot attend but would like to donate to Elliott’s 
go fund me page is linked here:

https://gofund.me/e2e5b60d
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The Euchre Tournament

On November 12, 2021, the Euchre Tournament was held in the Member Lounge while basket donations were 
collected and displayed in the Fr. Saylor Room (Basement Hall), while IPGK Joe Martinez provided the music.

Brother Knight, Jim Danosky, owner of Bella’s Pizza 
in Allen Park, donated the pizzas and salads for all of 
the attendees that evening.  He also donated two gift 
certificates.

The Baskets were displayed in the Member Lounge 
for another two weeks which allowed more Members 
of the Council and the community to come in and 
purchase basket raffle tickets.  On December 4, 2021, 
we met and pulled the tickets for the lucky winners. 
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Euchre Night! 60 people filled up 15 tables in the Member Lounge.

Donated baskets were displayed  
in the basement hall of the  

Member Lounge.

Euchre Tournament Continued
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More Euchre fun! 

A break in the Euchre action for Bella’s Pizza
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The Basket Raffle
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Social Media Correspondence

OCTOBER 13, 2021

Family and friends,

I’m sharing another fundraiser in support of our grandson Elliott Belair and his parents, Natalie and Adam.

Thank you so much to Paul Carnarvon, Vanessa Danilowicz, Joe Martinez and Joe Carnarvon for organizing this 
event. Thank you to everyone else involved as well and to all participating.

Mandy and Tom Diroff

NOVEMBER 8, 2021

Four days until Euchre for Elliott! There’s still plenty of time to sign up to play, donate a basket or plan to come 
show your support! See details below and some pictures of the amazing baskets that include: 

• Different flavored vodkas; large bucket of miscellaneous rolls; Christmas basket; different coffees, liquor 
and coffee grinder baskets; “Hallmark” basket; two-hour Tribute to Neil Diamond Concert; whiskey and 
lottery tickets; Detroit-made products basket and much more!

Please share this post. 

• What: Euchre Tournament and Basket Raffle
• When: Friday, November 12th 
• Time: 6:30 pm sign in with euchre at 7:00 pm
• Where: K of C in Allen Park

How can you help:

•  Sign up to play Euchre ($25 per person — 25% of the money going to prizes the other 75% to Elliott) 
•  Donate a basket or bid on a basket (Basket drawings will happen 12/4)
•  Share this post 

If euchre is not your thing, but you want to come out and support, you are more than welcome to come! 
Donations will be collected at the door, there will be pizza, beer and then also a cash bar where the K of C will 
be donating some of their proceeds from the night. 

 If you have questions or would like to sign up for euchre or donate a basket please contact one of the 
organizers on the flyer.

If you cannot attend but would like to donate, Elliott’s gofundme page link is: https://gofund.me/e2e5b60d
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NOVEMBER 13, 2021

A HUGE thank you to all who participated in the Euchre Tournament fundraiser last night! Whether you played, 
stopped in to show support, donated, participated in the basket raffle, volunteered or donated a basket your 
generosity and care means everything. 

Thank you to the Knights of Columbus for hosting this event and donating proceeds from the night to Elliott’s 
fight. 

A very, VERY special thank you to Tim and Vanessa Danilowicz, Paul Carnarvon, Joe Martinez and Joe Carnarvon 
for all of their hard work in organizing and putting on this awesome event. 

There was over $5,000 raised! The final total will be tallied after the December 4th basket raffle, as you still have 
until then to stop in at the Allen Park Knights of Columbus to participate! Pictures of all the baskets are posted 
here as well, but if you’d like more details please reach out. 

There are in excess of 60 baskets to choose from. The drawing for these will be at 8 p.m. on December 4, at the 
K of C. 

On behalf of our families, Natalie, Adam, and most especially Baby Elliott, we thank you from the bottom of 
our hearts. The kindness, compassion, prayers and love everyone is showing to our entire family continues to 
overwhelm us all and keep us going. We are forever grateful.

DECEMBER 2, 2021

Hi! Hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving! 

Just a reminder that you can still purchase tickets for the over 60 baskets up until the time of the drawing.  
There are some AMAZING baskets! 

The drawing will take place this Saturday, December 4th at 8pm at the K of C in Allen Park. 

If you have any questions please reach out to Vanessa Danilowicz. 

Thank you all so much for the continued support, love, generosity and prayers you give to Elliott and  
his parents.



Fundraiser for Baby Elliott  |  Page 23  

Father Saylor Council #3774

H
is fight is our fi

ght
!

E
LL

IO
TT THE FIGHTER

Basket Raffle Drawing Night
December 4, 2021

From left to right: Tracy Smith, Leo Diroff, Kristen Melidosian, Kevin Smith, Danielle Alvis, Tammy DiSolvo,  
Tucker Diroff, Joe Carnarvon, Krissy Cadorin, Tim Danilowicz, Joe Martinez, Scott Melidosian

Front row: Vanessa Danilowicz
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DECEMBER 5, 2021

Just WOW!  

Our families continue to be grateful and humbled by the outpouring of love, prayers, support and generosity 
family, friends, and complete strangers show to Natalie, Adam and Elliott. 

Last night was the basket drawing for the Euchre fundraiser that was held on 11/12. Between the tournament, 
the baskets, and all the donations from the kind hearted people and the K of C, $11,000 was raised. 

Whether you played, stopped in to show support, donated, participated in the basket raffle, volunteered or 
donated a basket your generosity and care means everything. 

Thank you again to the Knights of Columbus for hosting this event and donating proceeds from the night to 
Elliott’s fight. 

A very, VERY special thank you to Tim and Vanessa Danilowicz, Paul Carnarvon, Joe Martinez and  
Joseph Carnarvon for all of their hard work in organizing and putting on this awesome event. 

On behalf of our families, Natalie, Adam, and most especially Baby Elliott, we thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts. We are forever grateful.
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Financial Results
WE RAISED $11,000!

Generosity and kindness through God’s Grace was on full display as Brother Knights, families, friends and businesses 
were in full support of the event. There were many anonymous contributions and notably, the guy who refills the 
ATM in the Member Lounge threw in $60 without even knowing the family.  

There was no budget or expenses incurred for this event.  The only cost was all of the volunteers’ time which was 
time well spent. 

Below is the financial result:

FR SAYLOR KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FUNDRAISER FOR BABY ELLIOTT

Revenues 11/12/21 Through  
12/03/21

 Day of 
Raffle: 

12/04/21
Totals 

Euchre  1,150  1,150 

50/50 Revenue  766  766 

Basket Raffles  1,448  4,369  890  6,707 

Donations

Brother Knight  
Bill & Mary O’Neil  100  100 

Fr Saylor K of C  
General Fund  500  500 

Falcon Plumbing and Heating,  
Tim Danilowicz’s company  500  500 

Diane & Robert Kos  50  50 

Welch Packaging Group,  
Brother Knight Jose Villareal’s company  500  500 

ATM Maintenance Man  60  60 

Les Nemeth donated his winnings  
from Euchre  58  58 

Anonymous Donations  609  609 

Totals $4,132  $4,869  $1,999 $11,000 
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Participants, Program Planning  
and Volunteer Hours

# of 
People Brother Knights

Planning,  
Set-Up, 

and Prep

Euchre 
Tourney 
11/12/21

11/13/21 
through  
12/3/21

Basket 
Drawing 
12/4/21

Post  
Event Totals

1 Carnarvon, Paul 4 8 8 8 8 36

1 Carnarvon, Joe 4 8 8 20

1 Danilowicz, Tim 4 8 8 8 28

1 Danosky, Jim 8  8

1 Diroff, Tom 24 8 16 8 8 64

1 Lechnar, Steve 1 4 4 9

1 Martinez, Joe 4 8 8 8 28

1 Nemeth, Les 1 4 4 9

1 Stevens, Tom 1 4 4 9

15 Basket Donors (Members) 85 85

15 Euchre Players (Members) 61 61

61 Raffle Participants (Members) 60 60

100 Total Members 128 121 40 112 16 417

# of 
People Non-Members

Planning,  
Set-Up, 

and Prep

Euchre 
Tourney 
11/12/21

11/13/21 
through  
12/3/21

Basket 
Drawing 
12/4/21

Post 
Event Totals

1 Danilowicz, Vanessa 16 8 24 8 8 64

1 Diroff, Mandy 24 8 16 8 12 68

1 DiSalvo, Tammy 8 8 16

1 Kehl, Emily 5 5

1 Kvamme, Diane 8 8

1 LaVigne, Rose 8 8 16

1 Marchi, Jennie 8 8 16

1 Sanders, Heather 8 8

1 Williams, Mary 8 8 16

45 Basket Donors (Volunteers) 255 255

45 Euchre Players (Volunteers) 182 182

91 Raffle Participants (Volunteers) 90 90

190 Total Non-Members 300 246 40 138 20 744

290 Grand Totals 428 366 80 250 36 1,160
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Grand Knight Don Siegel presented the $11,000 
check to Brother Knight Tucker (Tom) Diroff  

at the Council’s annual Christmas party 
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Impact to the Community

The entire community has pulled together for this 
family from cities all around. There have been several 
fundraisers, from a spaghetti dinner hosted by the 
family, to the K of C’s Euchre Tournament and Basket 
Raffle, to a bowling fundraiser. Some have attended 
one fundraiser, while others have attended all of these. 
People have given gifts to Elliott from specialized 

clothing to books and toys. Total strangers have 
donated money. Friends and family in other states have 
donated funds. Many, many people have contacted 
the family to let them know they are praying and 
have added Elliott to their church prayer list.  It’s been 
heartwarming to see so many come together for this 
little fighter. 
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Impact to the Family

The funds received from this event have gone directly 
to the family. They use the funds to offset costs not 
covered by medical insurance. These include but are 
not limited to the following: bills, additional medical 
supplies, special clothing, tools/items for therapy, gas 
for trips to and from the hospital, and meals for the 
parents during monthly hospital stays.

The emotional impact for this family has been real. 
During these COVID days, there has been limited 
visitation for one grandparent, then none at all with the 
recent variant. This means no additional help for the 
parents. In addition to caring for Elliott, the parents are 
maintaining their jobs virtually while at the hospital or 
at home. The struggle is real.

The following is a statement from the family:

To say that we as a family have felt an emotional impact 
is an understatement. Each of us—Elliott’s parents, 
grandparents, aunts, uncles and other extended family 
near and far—have been grateful beyond words, and 
overwhelmed by not only this entire event, but by the 
continued kindness, generosity, and concern from the 
entire Knights of Columbus community, to the point 
of tears for most of us. We all are truly thankful for the 
financial assistance, but knowing we have this kind of 
support and continued prayers, gives us all, especially 
Natalie and Adam, the hope and strength we continue to 
need on a daily basis. 

Our little Valentine 2-14-22 

Celebrating Mom’s 36th birthday in the hospital  3-7-22
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Elliott the Fighter
Weighing in at 17 lbs., 5oz.                       

This lightweight will be sure to capture the hearts of his loving  
and caring audience and be given strength through our Lord  
to overcome the challenges he will face.

The following pictures are from Elliott’s most recent stay in the hospital. His seventh 
round of chemotherapy gave him mucositis, which caused very bad sores in his 
mouth. He had to be hospitalized for pain management.

His eighth round of chemotherapy begins March 16, 2022. Hopefully, with God’s blessing, this round and those to 
follow in this very long road, won’t be as bad. 
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We are forever grateful. God Bless You All.

Tucker & Mandy Diroff



Thank you 
for donating to our sweet baby boy Elliott and his fight against  

ATRT Brain Cancer. Because of you, we are able to pay for previous and  

continued treatment for Elliott, at-home care, medications and more.

 The passion and support of all of you keeps us going. We continue to be  

overwhelmed with gratitude with all of Elliott’s supporters and can’t  

thank you enough. We wish we could be there to thank you personally,  

but please know that we are thanking you from afar every day.

 Thank you again for your generous support, love and prayers.

Natalie, Adam + Elliott










